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In recent years, Europe has found itself in a state of seemingly unprecedented 
turmoil as it struggles to come to terms with an almost unrelenting contestation of 
the values upon which European identity, and indeed understandings of Western 
civilisation, rest. This struggle is manifested most notably in the string of terrorist 
attacks on European capitals such as London, Madrid, Paris, Berlin, and Brussels, but 
also – and equally – in the ongoing humanitarian crisis at Europe’s southern 
borders. Nowhere was the severity of the latter more prevalent than in the outcry 
provoked by the image of three-year old Syrian refugee Alan Kurdi’s body which 
washed up on a Turkish beach on 2nd September 2015. In fact, current trends in 
migration have come to be seen as one of the major issues of our time as policy 
makers, scholars, the media and the general public seek to understand this complex 
process.  However, despite its current status as a ‘hot topic’ within European 
political discourse and the public domain more broadly, migration and the 
movement of people across borders, between countries and cultures are certainly 
not a ‘new’ phenomenon.  
 
The first strand of the conference thus seeks to place the current debate within the 
broader historical context of crises concerning migrant communities and identities 
across Europe.  It aims to interrogate, for example, the impact of past colonial 
encounters and resulting power dynamics on various national communities, and 
specifically on the migrant journey. In what way do enduring colonial mentalities of 
dominance and subjugation, superiority and inferiority of peoples and cultures, 
impact on perceptions and experiences of migrants arriving in a receiving country? 
And in what way do they frame the perceptions and experiences of the local 
communities? Ultimately, in addressing these questions, we approach constructions 
of migrant identity not as an isolated phenomenon but as part of a dialogic progress.  
 
Drawing on the research of Gurminder Bhambra on the link between migration and 
European colonial/post-colonial histories, the conference aims to place particular 
emphasis on processes of ‘othering’ and their role in ongoing (de)construction, 
articulation, and projection of identities – be they individual or collective, national or 
transnational. Within this context, the centrality of culture and education in identity 
formation, differentiation, and integration, will be of particular interest and will 
form the core of our second conference strand. This second strand seeks to address 

http://www.historyworkshop.org.uk/author/gurminder-k-bhambra/


the (possible) futures of migrant communities and identities debating 
current/future attempts aimed at impacting positively on, or furthering general 
understanding of, migrant experiences.  This may include, for example, projects, 
which aim to combat exclusion through celebrating multiculturalism and embracing 
transnational identities, thus facilitating processes of integration and the fostering of 
global citizenship. It is envisioned that this interrogation of migrant experiences and 
most specifically analyses of identity constructions will shed light upon what many 
perceive to be a current crisis of European identity and citizenship, as we enter a 
new post-Brexit iteration of the European project. 
 
 
Possible lines of investigation include, but are not limited to: 

- terminologies of migration and the interchangeability of problematic 
terms such as migrant, refugee, asylum seeker and immigrant; 

- constructions of self and nationhood in a transnational context; 
- interrogations of European, national and transnational identity, and 

citizenship; 
- processes of ‘othering’ and their role in the ongoing (de)construction, 

articulation, and projection of identities; 
- histories and historical contexts of migration; 
- responses to migration in literature and across the arts (past and 

present); 
- responses of local communities and receiving countries; 
- integration of migrants within the Irish education system; 
- culture and education as instruments of migration; and 
- benefits of music, drama, and dance programmes in the fostering and 

promotion of social inclusion, intercultural education, human rights and 
global citizenship within the classroom. 

 
The conference (will be of particular interest to and) welcomes contributions from 
scholars in the fields of modern languages, history, sociology and politics, education, 
cultural studies as well as experts and practitioners of the arts (music, drama and 
dance) working within educational/civic contexts. Researchers in cognate 
disciplines and indeed interdisciplinary areas are also very welcome.  
 
 
Please send an abstract of approx. 250 words and a short biographical note of about 
50 words to: Dr. Britta C. Jung (britta.jung@ucd.ie) and Dr. Mairéad Ní Bhriain 
(mairead.nibhriain@mic.ul.ie). The deadline is 30 September 2019. 
 
Date of Conference: 29 April – 1 May 2020 
Conference Venue: UCD Humanities Institute, University College Dublin 
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